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Cairo  Visitor.  Italy’s  Premier  Amin- 
tore  Fanfani  came  under  sharp  criticism 
in  Rome.  Conservative  and  Catholic 
critics  charged  that  he  broke  with 
NATO  allies  by  being  the  first  Western 
leader  to  visit  President  Nasser.  Fan¬ 
fani  holds  power  by  a  slight  margin. 
He  faces  a  test  because  he  invited  Nas¬ 
ser  to  visit  him  in  Rome. 

One  explanation  of  the  Fanfani- 
Nasser  negotiations  is  that  Egypt  buys 
more  from  Italy  than  from  any  other 
country,  and  the  Italian  Premier  negoti¬ 
ated  an  agreement  to  export  130,000 
tons  of  wheat  for  Egyptian  cotton. 
He  won  for  Italian  residents  of  Egypt 
the  right  to  enter  and  leave  freely,  and 
to  take  out  with  them  as  much  as 
E£7000.  Fanfani  also  is  reported  to 
have  urged  Nasser  to  recognize  Israel 
and  work  for  peace. 

Diplomacy.  Another  Cairo  visitor  was 
East  Germany’s  Prime  Minister  Otto 
Grotewohl,  who  sought  formal  recog¬ 
nition  and  reportedly  negotiated  an 
agreement  to  establish  “consular”  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  UAR.  West  Germany 
strongly  reacted  to  this  announcement 
by  recalling  its  ambassador.  Bonn  has 
refused  to  deal  with  any  country  that 
recognizes  East  Germany,  and  may 
break  relations  with  Egypt  on  this  score. 

Grotewohl  may  have  been  more  suc¬ 
cessful  in  Baghdad,  which  announced 
an  agreement  in  principle  to  recognize 
East  Germany  under  certain  unstated 
circumstances. 

Britain  Nopotiotas.  Eugene  R.  Black, 
President  of  the  World  Bank,  has  made 
progress  in  negotiating  Anglo-Egyptian 
claims  and  counterclaims  over  Suez. 
Cairo  is  expected  to  pay  compensation 
for  Egyptianized  British  property  (U.K. 
asked  $98  million,  Egypt  offered  $70 
million),  while  London  would  release 
frozen  Egyptian  funds  now  totaling 
$224  million.  Egyptian  claims  for  war 
damages  and  British  counterclaims 
would  be  deferred. 

(Continued  on  page  164) 


Time  Table  for  1959 

It  was  during  the  summer  of  East-West  sunshine  radiated  by  the 
summit  conference  in  1955  in  Geneva  that  the  Soviet  Union  first  pene¬ 
trated  the  Near  East  through  the  arms  deal  with  Egypt.  History  re¬ 
peats.  That  is  why  veteran  observers  speculate  that  the  current 
Mikoyan  peace  offensive  in  the  U.  S.  may  coincide  with  new  tensions  in 
the  Near  East. 

Recent  developments  have  given  rise  to  apprehensions. 

Moscow  has  opened  up  a  radio  campaign  against  Israel.  Whatever 
may  be  the  motivation  (see  page  2) ,  the  broadcasts  do  not  contribute 
to  peace,  for  as  long  as  the  Arab  leaders  believe  that  they  have  the  com¬ 
plete  support  of  the  USSR  they  will  have  no  incentive  to  renounce  their 
war  against  Israel. 

☆ 

The  paramount  oBjective  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  to  weaken  all  Western 
positions  of  strength.  Soviet  strategy  aims  in  five  directions: 

1.  Elimination  of  the  British  in  Aden.  For  this  purpose  the  Russians 
have  armed  Yemen  in  a  war  against  the  British  and  against  pro-British 
Arab  leaders. 

2.  The  subordination  of  Iraq.  The  Russians  secured  a  notable  victory 
in  the  July  14  uprising  which  took  Iraq  out  of  the  Baghdad  Pact.  In 
succeeding  months  the  Communists  have  been  trsring  to  take  over 
sensitive  government  posts  and  to  expel  Western  firms  from  the  coun¬ 
try’s  economy.  The  issue  is  in  doubt. 

3.  The  subversion  of  Syria.  If  Iraq  does  fall  into  the  Communist 
orbit,  Moscow  may  be  expected  to  support  the  Greater  Syria  plan,  which 
would  detach  Syria  from  the  UAR  and  unite  it  with  Iraq. 

4.  The  weakening  of  Iran.  If  Communist  ambitions  are  realized  in 
Iraq,  Iran  will  be  virtually  surrounded  and  pressure  will  mount  in  that 
country  to  overthrow  the  Shah  and  take  Iran  out  of  the  Baghdad  Pact. 

5.  The  incitement  of  the  Kurds.  If  the  Soviet  Union  fails  in  its  cam¬ 
paign  to  dominate  Iraq  apd  Syria,  the  Kremlin  may  then  promote  the 
establishment  of  an  independent  Kurdistan.  Two  million  nomadic 
Kurds,  most  of  them  Sunnite  Moslems,  are  spread  over  Turkey,  Iran 
and  Iraq.  They  sought  independence  from  the  Turks  for  centuries. 
Since  many  Kurds  live  near  the  desolate  Turko-Iranian  frontier,  an 
independent  Kurdistan  would  drive  a  wedge  between  Turkey  and  Iran, 
breaking  the  link  between  the  two  Baghdad  Pact  countries.  However, 
the  Kurds  also  live  in  Mosul  and  Kirkuk,  and  agitation  for  the  secession 
of  that  oil-rich  area  from  Iraq  would  place  the  Kurdish  independence 
movement  in  opposition  to  Iraq’s  own  national  interests.  Accordingly, 
as  long  as  the  Russians  believe  they  are  prospering  in  Iraq,  a  Kurdish 
uprising  will  probably  be  kept  in  check,  as  an  alternative  weapon. 

'The  1959  calendar  may  be  fused  with  many  explosions. 
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What  is  behind  the  current  intensi¬ 
fication  of  anti-Israel  propaganda  ema¬ 
nating  from  the  Soviet  radio  and  press? 

Is  it  to  ingratiate  the  USSR  with 
Arab  leaders,  some  of  whom  may  be 
awakening  to  the  danger  of  Soviet  pene¬ 
tration  in  Iraq,  Egypt,  Syria  and 
Yemen? 

Is  it  to  discredit  Israel  with  the  three 
million  Jews  in  the  Soviet  Union? 

Is  it  to  justify  Soviet  policy  with 
the  Soviet  intelligentsia  and  the  ex¬ 
treme  left  in  the  Western  world  who 
find  it  hard  to  understand  the  Soviet 
Union’s  attitude  towards  Israel  and  its 
discriminatory  treatment  of  the  Jewish 
minority? 

Soviot  Broadcasts.  An  examination 
of  the  Soviet  broadcasts  provides  no 
precise  answers  to  these  questions. 

Within  the  last  fortnight,  a  violent 
Soviet  attack  on  Israel  was  monitored 
in  Europe.  It  purported  to  expose  a 
fantastic  scheme  by  the  U.  S.  and 
Israel  to  entrap  the  Arabs.  The  broadr 
cast  charged  that  the  U.  S.  is  “pretend¬ 
ing  friendship”  for  the  Arabs  and  is 
“shouting  loudly  about  a  so-called  im¬ 
provement  in  relations  between  the  U.  S. 
and  the  UAR,”  but  its  real  purpose 
is  to  destroy  Arab  unity.  The  broadcast 
claimed  that  Washington  has  ordered 
Israel  to  threaten  Jordan  and  Syria  with 
aggression,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
complain  about  the  alleged  U.  S.-Arab 
rapprochement.  The  purpose  of  this 
“farcical”  intrigue  is  to  frighten  and 
deceive  the  Arabs  into  falling  for  Amer¬ 
ica’s  claims  of  friendship.  Actually, 
the  Russians  warn  the  Arabs,  the  “tem¬ 
porary  U.  S.  demarche  toward  the 
Arabs  pleases  the  Israeli  statesmen,  who 
hope  to  restrain  the  hands  of  the  Arabs 
in  ail  important  questions  through  the 
U.  S.” 

Tlia  Soviat  Char9«.  Prior  to  1947, 
the  Soviet  Unior  always  fought  Zion¬ 
ism  and  a  Jewish  homeland  in  Palestine 
as  “imperialism.”  In  1947,  however,  it 
joined  the  U.  S.  in  supporting  the  UN 
partition  resolution  and,  following 
Washington’s  example,  it  recognized 
Israel  three  days  after  the  state  was 
established. 

In  1948,  the  Soviet  Union  published 
a  book  called  The  Palestine  Problem,  by 
I.  A.  Genin,  to  explain  its  reversal. 
But  within  a  year,  the  Soviet  line 
changed  again.  It  began  to  associate 
itself  with  Arab  positions  at  the  UN. 


However,  Jews  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
then  undergoing  the  terrible  ordeal  of 
the  “Black  Years,”  1948-53,  were  at¬ 
tracted  to  Israel  despite  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  ban.  There  was  a  moving  dem¬ 
onstration  in  Moscow  in  1948,  when  the 
Israel  ambassador,  Mrs.  Golda  Meir, 
came  to  Day  of  Atonement  services. 
And  enthusiastic  Soviet  Jews  overcame 
many  obstacles  to  greet  and  cheer  the 
Israel  delegation  to  the  Moscow  Youth 
Festival  in  1957. 

These  manifestations  of  reawakened 
Jewish  national  feeling  inside  the  Soviet 
Union  may  account  for  the  recent  pub¬ 
lication  of  another  USSR  book.  This 
volume,  written  by  K.  Ivanov  and  Z. 
Sheinis,  attempts  to  justify  the  Soviet 
Union’s  current  anti-Israel  stand.  It 
rewrites  history. 

The  book  was  widely  publicized  in  a 
Dec.  12  “Soviet  Home  &rvice”  broad¬ 
cast.  It  was  aimed  at  Russians  rather 
than  Arabs,  and  it  concluded  on  this 
menacing  note: 

“The  group  of  extreme  bourgeois 
Zionists  now  in  power  in  Israel  fail 
to  see,  nor  do  they  wish  to  see,  the  his¬ 
torically  dictated  doom  of  imperialism.” 

TIm  Story  Is  Changed.  It  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  contrast  the  1948  and  1958  ver¬ 
sions  of  history. 

In  1948,  the  Genin  account  of  the 
plight  of  Jewish  displaced  persons  in 
Europe  read: 

“The  question  of  settling  in  Palestine 
of  a  part  of  the  Jewish  population  of 
Western  Europe,  the  so-called  displaced 
persons  who  lost  their  property  and 
shelter  and  were  deprived  of  means  for 
existence  as  a  result  of  Fascist  brutality, 
is  an  acute  one.” 

Genin  quoted  the  historic  Gromyko 
statement  at  the  UN  in  1947: 

“The  fact  that  not  one  West  Euro¬ 
pean  country  was  in  a  position  to  guar¬ 
antee  the  defense  of  elementary  rights 
of  the  Jewish  people,  explains  the  as¬ 
pirations  of  Jews  to  create  their  own 
state.  Therefore,  it  would  be  unjust, 
taking  into  consideration  the  sufferings 
endured  by  the  Jewish  people  during 
the  war,  to  disclaim  that  right.” 

But  now,  contrast  the  Ivanov-Sheinis 
1958  account: 

“Shocking  are  the  facts  about  the 
mockery  of  Jewish  displaced  persons 
in  Western  Europe,  whom  the  Zionists 


forced  after  the  end  of  World  War  II 
to  go  to  Israel.” 

And,  the  new  Soviet  line  argues  that 
the  “further  disintegration  of  the  world 
imperialist  system  would  guarantee  the 
final  solution  of  the  Jewish  problem  on 
a  world-wide  scale.” 

•  «  * 

In  1948,  the  Arab  aggression  against 
Israel  was  denounced  at  the  UN  by  both 
the  U.  S.  and  the  USSR.  Genin  wrote: 
“Seven  armed  Arab  countries  united 
by  the  Arab  League  attacked  the  State 
of  Israel  ...  In  spite  of  superior  tech¬ 
nical  equipment  and  in  spite  of  the 
presence  of  British  oflBcers  in  the  Arab 
armies,  the  attempt  of  the  Arab  coun¬ 
tries  to  annihilate  the  Jewish  state  ended 
in  failure.” 

But  in  1958,  the  Ivanov-Sheinis  treat¬ 
ment: 

“The  military  failures  of  the  courage¬ 
ously  embattled  Arabs  were  the  result 
of  transitory  historical  circumstance 
and  the  absence,  among  the  Arabs,  of 
unity  of  aim  and  action.” 

Recant  Attacks.  On  Dec.  17,  there 
was  a  bitter  broadcast  over  the  Ukrain¬ 
ian  radio.  Its  purpose  obviously  was  to 
discourage  Russian  Jews  from  wanting 
to  go  to  Israel,  for  it  quoted  letters  from 
allegedly  disillusioned  and  disappointed 
Russians  who  had  emigrated  to  Israel, 
to  prove  that  Israel  was  not  a  “shrine 
and  refuge”  for  the  Jewish  people  but 
“a  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  imperialists.” 

The  day  before,  the  Soviet  Near 
Eastern  Service  broadcast  in  Arabic  the 
astounding  statement  that  the  U.  S.  sup¬ 
plies  Israel  with  ten  times  the  arms  and 
ammunition  provided  by  Britain  and 
France  together.  On  Dec.  17,  and  again 
on  Jan.  7  there  were  English  broadcasts 
from  Moscow  saying  that  the  U.  S.  was 
instigating  military  provocations  by  Is¬ 
rael  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Arab  states. 

Th«  Internal  Problem 

Tha  Jewish  Minority.  Some  observers 
believe  that  the  propaganda  assault  on 
Israel  reflects  an  internal  problem — the 
Soviet  Union’s  treatment  of  the  three 
million  Soviet  citizens  who  comprise  the 
Jewish  minority. 

Theoretically,  all  Soviet  citizens  are 
classified  according  to  nationality,  and 
each  nationality  is  entitled  to  equality 
and  to  cultural  autonomy.  Thus,  ac¬ 
cording  to  paragraph  5  of  their  internal 
passport,  ^viet  citizens  are  classified 
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at  Russians,  Ukrainians,  Georgians, 
Jews,  etc.  But  the  Jews  are  the  only 
group  whose  cultural  autonomous 
framework  has  been  liquidated. 

Although  the  Hebrew  language  and 
culture  were  abolished  in  the  1920’s, 
Yiddish  was  encouraged  and  in  the  early 
1930’s  there  were  1,500  Yiddish 
schools,  with  almost  150,000  pupils,  20 
Yiddish  newspapers,  journals  and  pe> 
riodicals,  more  than  a  dozen  Yiddish 
theatres  and  theatrical  groups.  There 
were  famous  Yiddish  authors,  actors 
and  poets. 

The  Black  Yeors.  But  in  the  “Black 
Years”  from  1948  to  1953,  these  Jewish 
institutions  were  closed  and  confiscated. 
The  state  carried  on  an  “anti-Cosmo- 
politan”  campaign  against  writers  who 
were  said  to  have  no  “fatherland,  roots 
or  passports.”  The  Jewish  names  were 
appended  to  their  Russian  pen  names. 
They  were  accused  of  disloyalty  to  the 
Soviet  Union’s  ideology.  Some  500 
Jewish  intellectuals  disappeared.  Their 
leaders  were  executed  in  August  1952, 
for  wanting  to  create  a  Jewish  Republic 
in  the  Crimea  to  constitute  “a  war  base 
against  the  Soviet  Union.”  This  was 
climaxed  by  the  infamous  charge  that 
Jewish  doctors  had  murdered  Soviet 
leaders  at  the  behest  of  the  “Jewish 
American  Joint  Distribution  Commit¬ 
tee” — which  was  described  as  “an  inter¬ 
nationalist  organization  of  the  national¬ 
ist  Jewish  bourgeoisie.”  There  were 
rumors  that  Stalin  intended  to  deport 
the  Jews  to  Siberia. 

Following  Stalin’s  death,  the  doctors’ 
plot  was  admitted  to  have  been  a  fake. 
A  few  survivors  of  the  1948-1953  terror 
came  home. 

But  the  persecuted  and  murdered 
writers  and  actors  have  not  been  pub¬ 
licly  vindicated,  and  none  of  the  cultural 
institutions  has  ever  been  re-opened, 
although  some  of  the  survivors  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  petitioned  for  restitution 
of  the  property  of  the  Jewish  minority 
to  allow  the  revival  of  the  theater  and 
the  newspaper  and  publishing  houses. 

Tha  Position  Today.  In  the  Soviet 
Union  today: 

Education.  There  is  no  Jewish  school. 
Jewish  history  and  culture  is  no  longer 
taught.  A  numerus  clausus  is  reduc¬ 
ing  admission  of  Jews  to  the  universities 
below  the  quotas  of  Czarist  days. 
Publishing.  There  is  no  Yiddish  daily 
newspaper.  A  single-sheet  weekly  sur¬ 
vives  in  Birobidzhan  but  is  banned  in 
Moscow.  Even  the  Polish  Yiddish  paper 


may  not  cross  the  frontier.  There  is  no 
Jewish  publishing  house.  No  Jewish 
w(M*k  has  been  published  since  1948. 
Only  Russian  translations  are  allowed  to 
be  made  and  sold. 

The  Arts.  There  is  no  Jewish  theater. 
Occasional  concerts  may  be  performed 
by  special  license. 

Employment.  Such  Soviet  leaders  as 
Madame  Furtzeva  have  admitted  that 
Jews  have  been  transferred  from  posi¬ 
tions  only  for  being  Jews. 

Religion.  There  is  no  Chief  Rabbi,  no 
central  organization,  no  communication 
between  Jewish  bodies  and  institutions. 
The  Hebrew  Bible  has  not  been  printed 
since  the  Revolution.  (The  Russian 
Bible  was  printed  in  1926  and  the 
Koran  in  1958.)  In  the  Orthodox 
Church  there  is  one  priest  for  every 
1 100  believers.  In  contrast,  there  is  one 
rabbi  and  synagogue  for  every  50,000 
Jews. 

Public  Service.  Jews  have  virtually  dis¬ 
appeared  from  the  Soviet  diplomatic 
service,  and  in  the  political  field  there 
has  been  a  steady  decline  in  the  number 
of  Jews  in  the  two  houses  in  the  Su¬ 
preme  Soviet:  4.1  per  cent  in  1937; 
0.8  per  cent  in  1946;  0.4  per  cent  in 
1950;  0.2  per  cent  in  1958.  There  are 
only  three  Jews  left  among  the  several 
hundred  Central  Conunitteemen. 

Credit  is  no  longer  given  to  Jews 
as  a  group  for  their  service  to  the  state. 
During  World  War  II  close  to  4(X)  Jews 
were  cited  for  their  bravery,  third  in 
the  list  of  some  20  nationalities  in  point 
of  contribution.  In  recent  publications, 
the  Jews  are  no  longer  explicitly  men¬ 
tioned  but  are  included  among  “and 
others.” 

Propaganda  Weakness 

Soviet  leaders  have  tried  to  explain 
the  lack  of  Jewish  institutions  by  con¬ 
tending  that  the  Jews  were  dispersed 
and  had  no  territorial  base.  However, 
other  Soviet  nationalities,  including 
some  which  are  dispersed — like  the 
Volga  Germans — have  their  own  news¬ 
papers  and  schools.  Thus  it  would  be  a 
simple  matter  to  provide  schools,  thea¬ 
ters  and  other  institutions  for  the  500,- 
000  Jews  in  Moscow,  or  the  one  million 
Jews  in  the  Ukraine  for  example, 
merely  by  restoring  the  several  hundred 
institutions  which  were  closed  and  con¬ 
fiscated. 

Soviat  Failure.  If  the  purpose  of  the 
Soviet  policy  was  to  cause  the  Jewish 
minority  to  assimilate,  it  has  not  suc¬ 
ceeded.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  working 
the  other  way.  Discrimination  inevit¬ 
ably  makes  people  more  group  con¬ 


scious.  The  Jew  in  the  Soviet  Union 
has  become  more  aware  of  his  Jewish¬ 
ness  and  has  sought  to  learn  something 
about  his  heritage.  He  has  become 
more  interested  in  the  synagogue  and 
in  Israel. 

And  the  authorities  must  know  that 
the  discrimination  against  their  Jewish 
minmity  is  a  palpable  propaganda 
weakness.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
USSR  to  appear  in  the  international 
arena,  stressing  'the  discrimination 
against  minorities  in  other  countries 
when  the  facts  prove  the  existence  of 
official  discriminatory  practice  against 
Soviet  Jews. 

Free  Choka.  One  solution,  of  course, 
would  be  to  allow  the  Jews  free  choice 
between  cultural  self-determination  and 
repatriation  to  Israel  (as  Armenians 
from  Beirut  and  Damascus  have  been 
“repatriated”  to  Soviet  Armenia.)  Both 
cultural  autonomy  and  free  emigration 
for  Jews  have  from  time  to  time  been 
granted  by  other  countries  of  eastern 
Europe  and  can  therefore  not  be 
considered  incompatible  with  official 
ideology  on  the  Jewish  question.  The 
main  obstacle  to  this  solution  seems 
therefore  to  be  of  a  tactical,  political 
nature  rather  than  ideological.  The 
propaganda  attacks  on  Israel  thus  may 
be  designed  to  lessen  interest  in  emigra¬ 
tion  as  a  solution.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  have  been  reports  in  recent  weeks 
that  the  USSR  may  be  planning  to  re¬ 
vive  the  program  it  adopted  many  years 
ago — the  effort  to  develop  Birobidzhan, 
a  remote  territory  near  the  frontier 
with  China,  which  was  set  up  by  the 
Russians  as  a  “Jewish  area.”  It  was  the 
Conununist  “alternative”  to  Zionism, 
but  it  never  attracted  any  mass  Jewish 
colonization  because,  unlike  Israel,  it 
had  no  historic  connection  witlr  the 
Jewish  people.  Its  Jewish  population  is 
now  estimated  at  only  40,000.  What 
spontaneous  interest  may  have  existed 
in  Birobidzhan  was  quenched  by  the 
purge  of  Jewish  leaders  there  both  in 
1937-1939  and  in  1948-1953. 

It  is  reported  that  the  issue  will  be 
considered  at  a  forthcoming  meeting  of 
the  Soviet  (Communist  Party  Congress 
late  this  month. 

But  the  experiences  of  the  past  sug¬ 
gest  that  this  would  not  solve  anything 
and  that  the  problem  will  not  be  met 
until  the  Soviet  Union  grants  a»nplete 
self-expression  in  the  USSR  for  those 
Jews  who  choose  to  remain  there,  per¬ 
mitting  emigration  to  Israel  for  those 
who  feel  they  must  leave. 
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viewing  the  news 

continued 

President  Nasser  was  reported  offer¬ 
ing  to  buy  two  British  Comet  jet  pas¬ 
senger  airliners  at  a  cost  of  $8.4  million, 
once  a  settlement  was  reached. 

Moscow  Euphomism.  Simultaneous 
raids  by  Nasser  police  against  Com¬ 
munists  resulted  in  the  arrest  of  200  in 
Egypt  and  more  than  300  in  Syria,  and 
tlie  padlocking  of  three  publishing 
houses.  Syrian  Communist  leader  Bak- 
dash  was  reported  to  have  fled  to 
Baghdad.  A  grim  Moscow  broadcast 
described  those  arrested  by  Nasser  as 
“social  personalities.” 

Cairo  radio  on  Jan.  5,  broadcasting 
an  article  published  in  Rose  al-Yusuf, 
throws  light  on  Nasser’s  quarrel  with 
the  Communists  and  insists  that  the 
UAR  and  the  USSR  are  together. 

It  explains  that  the  Communist  party 
in  Syria  or  in  Iraq  is  trying  to  make 
the  Arab  people  believe  that  it  monop¬ 
olizes  Soviet  friendship  and  that  the 
road  to  the  Soviet  Union  should  pass 
\  ia  the  Syrian  or  the  Iraqi  Communist 
party. 

The  broadcast  continues:  “The  Soviet 
Union  has  been  a  friendly  state  to  which 
we  are  linked  by  a  mutual  belief  .  .  . 
a  belief  in  peaceful  coexistence."  The 
two  nations  have  worked  together 
against  imperialism  and  the  elimination 
of  bases  from  the  region. 

In  a  broadcast  in  Hebrew  on  Jan. 
2,  Cairo  radio  told  the  Israelis: 

"When  we  realised  that  the  Com- 
mnnist  party  in  Syria  was  trying  to 
harm  us,  we  called  the  attention  of 
the  supreme  Communist  circles  to  the 
damage  they  would  do.  Thesa  supreme 
circles  were  not  angry ;  but  showed 
understanding  of  our  attitude.  Khrush¬ 
chev’s  letter  proves  this.” 

Iraqi  Unrost.  Without  naming  Nasser 
the  Baghdad-rpress  denounced  cam¬ 
paigns  to  place  a  pro-Communist  label 
on  Iraq  “bypochhcaliy  launched  in  the 
name  of  Arab  nationalism  by  certain 
hired  Arab  newspapers.”  Premier  Kas- 
sem’s  nephew,  Colonel  Fadhil  Mahdawi, 
attacked  Nasserism  without  naming  it 
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as  the  “false  nationalism  that  wished  to 
rule  the  Arab  people  through  a  reac¬ 
tionary  dictator^p  regime  carrying  the 
banner  of  total  Arab  union.” 

Saber  Rattling.  Violence  and  threats 
against  Israel  have  been  intensified  by 
Cairo  and  Baghdad.  Raiding  UAR 
MIGs  were  driven  off  by  Israel  jets 
after  penetrating  the  Negev.  Three 
Egyptian  infiltrators  from  Gaza  were 
discovered  and  one  killed. 

At  the  same  time  Arab  propaganda, 
charging  Israel  with  concentrating 
troops  on  the  Lebanese  border,  has 
warned  Israel  of  “imminent  annihila¬ 
tion.”  The  Cairo  daily,  Al-Ahram,  said 
that  Arab  gunpowder  along  the  Arab 
border  would  “explode  and  bum  Is¬ 
rael.”  In  a  Hebrew  broadcast,  Cairo 
warned  that  Egypt  now  had  a  new 
“guided  missile  regiment.” 

In  Baghdad  the' prniding  judge  at  a 
treason  trial  celebrated  Iraqi  army  day 
by  saying:  “Usurped  Palestine  should 
return  to  its  legitimate  people  by  means 
of  a  national  war  in  which  the  Iraqi 
Republican  Army  will  be  in  the  fore¬ 
front.” 

The  economic  council  of  the  Arab 
League  warned  Arab  states  against  sell¬ 
ing  oil  to  Israel  and  set  up  a  plan 
for  an  Arab  market.  Cairo  said:  “All 
of  us  aim  at  tightening  the  rope  around 
the  neck  of  Israel.” 

At  Nasser’s  urging,  but  over  Iraq’s 
objections,  the  council  also  set  up  an 
Arab  Development  Bank. 

Hammarskiold's  Mission.  In  talks 
with  UN  Secretary  Dag  Hammarskjold, 
Israel  Prime  Minister  Ben-Gurion 
stressed  his  country’s  demand  for  the 
implementation  of  Article  8  of  the  Is- 
rael-Jordan  armistice  agreement,  which 
guarantees  Israel  access  to  the  Holy 
Places  in  Jordan  territory.  [On  Jan.  8, 
Jordan  refused  permission  to  3S  Rus¬ 
sian  nuns  and  monks  from  Israel  to  go 
to  Bethlehem  to  celebrate  a  religious 
holiday.]  In  Jordan,  2,000  refugees 
demonstrated  when  Hammarskjold  vis- 
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ited  their  camp.  He  promised  them 
he  would  make  every  to  obtain 
“an  acceptable  settlement  of  your 
problem.” 

UN  headquarters  announced  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  John  Herbert  Davis  as 
head  of  UNRWA.  Davis  was  U.S.  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  1953. 

Now  Exodus.  Immigration  into  Israel 
may  rise  as  high  as  8,000  a  month,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Levi  Eshkol,  Israel’s  Finance 
Minister,  mostly  from  Eastern  Europe. 

Israel  is  confronted  >vith  a  grave  eco¬ 
nomic  burden  as  a  result  The  Israelis 
are  subscribing  to  an  internal  loan  of 
l£20,000,000  to  carry  their  share. 
American  Jewish  leaders  are  stimulat¬ 
ing  and  expanding  their  efforts  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  United  Jewish  Appeal  and 
the  State  of  Israel  Bonds. 

A  new  State  of  Israel  Bond  issue  will 
be  floated  this  spring.  The  goal  is  $75,- 
000,000  in  1959.  It  will  be  used  to 
finance  industrial  expansion,  transport 
and  communications,  low  cost  housing, 
schools  and  oil  pipelines. 
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The  New  York  Times,  Jan.  3,  said 
editorially: 

“Nasser’s  present  alarm  over  in¬ 
creased  Communist  strength  in  the 
Middle  East  is  at  least  in  part  the  re¬ 
sult  of  his  own  chickens  coming  home 
to  roost.  His  flirtation  with  the  Soviet 
Union,  his  decisions  to  accept  extensive 
Soviet  military  aid  and  economic  rela¬ 
tions  have  all  played  into  the  hands  of 
^the  Communists  by  giving  the  Soviet 
Union  and  communism  a  respectability 
.and  a  prestige  fat  the  Middle  East  which 
thev  had  never  before  enjoyed.  The 
Middle  Eastern  Communists,  and  their 
.Soviet  masters,  have  always  been  con¬ 
vinced  that  they  could  use  Nasser  in¬ 
stead  of  being  used  by  him.” 
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